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  FACT SHEET 
 
Green Schoolhouse Series and BCBSAZ’s Green Gardens 

 
• The Green Schoolhouse Series is a catalyst for change; a unique public/private 

collaboration that focuses on meeting the critical needs of children, education, 
and the environment. 
  

• The Green Schoolhouse Series brings together corporations, foundations, 
school districts, municipalities, communities, media outlets, and volunteers to 
build 21st-century, environmentally-sustainable schoolhouses on existing Title 
I, low-income, K-12 public school campuses.  

 
• Three Green Schoolhouses will be built in the state of Arizona including, the 

inaugural Green Schoolhouse being built at Phoenix’s Roadrunner Elementary. 
This school will not only be the first LEED-Platinum designed K-12 school built 
in Arizona, it will be the first LEED-Platinum designed K-12 public school — 
anywhere in the world — built entirely by volunteers. 

 
• The other two schoolhouses being built in Arizona are at Orangewood Middle 

School and Mayor Phil Gordon’s Green Phoenix Learning Center on Rio 
Salado campus, which will be utilized by Phoenix Union High School district. 
 

• BCBSAZ as a major supporter of the project will lead the charge of integrating 
a healthy living curriculum and interactive gardens into each of the three sites. 
In doing so, these Phoenix-area schools will be green and healthy inside and 
out.  

 
• The gardens will teach children about healthy eating and physical activity by 

allowing them to use and maintain the garden. Parents, alongside their 
children, will attend education classes on nutrition and physical activity 
facilitated through the gardens.  
 

• BCBSAZ volunteers will help plant and maintain each of the schools’ gardens.  
 

• Support will also be provided to schools to develop and implement wellness 
curriculum that blends seamlessly with the gardens to teach children about the 
importance of eating right and staying fit from their earliest years.  

 
• BCBSAZ has always been a leader in health education—specifically in the area 

of childhood obesity—so having the opportunity to work with the Green 
Schoolhouse Series gardens and curriculum aligns with our mission to instill 
healthy habits starting at a young age. 

 
About Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona (BCBSAZ), an independent licensee of the Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Association, is the largest Arizona-based health insurance company. The 
not-for-profit company was founded in 1939 and provides health insurance products, 
services or networks to nearly 1.2 million individuals. With offices in Phoenix, Flagstaff, 
Tucson and the East Valley, the company employs 1,300 Arizonans. For information about 
BCBSAZ and its HealthyBlue program, an integrated program of tools, resources and 
services that can help Arizonans live a healthier lifestyle, visit azblue.com/HealthyBlue.  
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